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laborious processes, and then too not always with success. That
being so, I would be less than human if with all my knowledge of
avoidable misery pervading the land and of the sight of mere
skeletons under, the very shadow of the Lord of the Universe, I
did not feel with and for all the suffering but dumb millions of
India. The hope of a steady decline in that misery sustains me;
but suppose that with all my sensitiveness to sufferings, to pleasure
and pain, cold and heat and with all my endeavour to carry the
healing message of the spinning-wheel to the heart, I have reached
only the ear and never pierced the heart, suppose further that at
the end of the year I find that the people are as sceptical as
they are today about the present possibility of attainment of swaraj
by means of the peaceful revolution of the wheel; suppose further,
that I find that all the excitement during the past twelve months
and more has been only an excitement and a stimulation but no
settled belief in the programme, and lastly suppose that the message
of peace has not penetrated the hearts of Englishmen, should I not
doubt my tapasya and feel my unworthiness for leading the strug-
gle ? As a true man, what should I do ? Should I not kneel down
in all humility before my Maker and ask Him to take away this
useless body and make me a fitter instrument of service?
Swaraj does consist in the change of government and its real
control by the people, but that would be merely the form. The
substance that I am hankering after is a definite acceptance of the
means and therefore a real change of heart on the part of the
people. I am certain that it does not require ages for Hindus to
discard the error of untouchability, for Hindus and Mussulmans
to shed enmity and accept heart-friendship as an eternal factor of
national life, for all to adopt the charkha as the only universal
means of attaining India's economic salvation and finally for all
to believe that India's freedom lies only through non-violence and
no other method* Definite, intelligent and free adoption by the
nation of this programme I hold as the attainment of the substance.
The symbol, the transfer of power, is sure to follow, even as the
seed truly laid must develop into a tree.
The reader will thus perceive that what I accidentally stated
to friends for the first time in Poona and then repeated to others
was but a confession of my imperfections and an expression of my
feeling of unworthiness for the great cause which for the time
being I seem to be leading. I have enunciated no doctrine of des-
pair. On the contrary I have felt never so sanguine as I do at
the time of writing that we will gain the substance during this year*
I have stated at the same time as a practical idealist, that I should